
A graduate of the University of Missouri-Columbia, Jour-
nalism School, Heather Hoopes-Matthews is a nationally 
award-winning journalist. She has delivered live news 
from the center of hurricanes, worked with “The Capital 
Gang” at CNN, and conducted investigative reporting that 
changed a South Carolina law to protect children. Heather also served as the anchor,  
writer, and co-producer of Providence Heartbeat, a news show highlighting Providence 
Heart Institute and the advancements of heart-related technology. 
 

In 2002, Heather left her career as a Senior Reporter to serve as the Marketing Director 
for Nexsen Pruet, an eight-office, 200-lawyer business law firm in the Carolinas. Her  
passion for turning complicated information into a clear and concise message prepared 
her for jumping into strategic marketing and business development initiatives. 
 

As an expert communicator in public relations and marketing, Heather was selected to 
lead NP Strategy to help companies navigate messaging in rapidly changing environ-
ments.  
 

Her experience ranges from developing and implementing strategic marketing and  
business development initiatives to training business executives and government officers 
in crisis communications and media relations. She has coordinated grassroots initiatives, 
managed statewide community relations efforts for high-profile economic development  
projects, crafted stakeholder engagement plans, and developed websites. She’s a  
frequent public speaker and commonly shares about her faith in God. 
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Sam Johnson worked under the leadership of Mayor 
Stephen K. Benjamin, Columbia’s 36th mayor, who was 
elected in July of 2010.  In helping to lead the Mayor’s 
priorities, projects and initiatives, he had the pleasure of 
coordinating everything from transparency initiatives like 
the Bull Street re-development and revitalization efforts 
like the Famously Hot New Year celebration.  Prior to 
entering this post, he worked for former Representative 
Anton J. Gunn (D-Richland) in the South Carolina House 
of Representatives.

Sam is a lifelong resident of Columbia with strong roots 
in neighboring Fairfield County, graduating from Spring 
Valley High School before attending the University of 
South Carolina. He holds dual degrees in English and 
Political Science.

He is very engaged in the community. Sam has 
participated and consulted on various political 
campaigns and issue initiatives. He has previously 
served as the Third Vice Chair of the Richland County 
Democratic Party.

He currently serves on the board for American Bar 
Association’s Law Student Division, Midlands Technical 
College’s Division of Human Services, the Executive 
Committee of the Capital City Club’s Board of Governors, 
Senior Resources, The Nickelodeon Theatre, South 
Carolina PASOs, and he serves as Chair of the board 
of the South Carolina Afterschool Alliance.  He has 
previously served on the Columbia Opportunity Resource 
(COR) and Tapp’s Arts Center’s Board of Directors.

Leaving the public sector, Sam joined Nexsen Pruet as 
a law clerk during his first year of law school.  He utilizes 
the experiences, his network of elected officials he’s 
built relationships with from around the country, and his 
knowledge of local and state government to assist NP 
Strategy and its clients.
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+ Community Assessment

+ Crisis Management

+ Media Relations

+ Message Development 

+ Project Launch

+ Stakeholder Management
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